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2014 Spring Ride 

North Bay Unit – BackCountry Horsemen of CA 

Spring 2014 Newsletter 

First of all, I would like to take this opportunity to Thank everyone who has contributed to and helped with raffle/silent 
auctions in the past, because of you, this has been a successful part of the Spring Ride which is the units annual fund 
raising event.  
This year I am once again asking for your help so we can continue with this success. I and the unit are asking for help 
with; members to ask their favorite merchants’ or service providers for a donation, remember this does not have to be 
just “horsey”, or you can donate monies and the unit will purchase items for you, also, we would like, handmade items 
from you or someone you know (we have lots of members who have amazing skills), additionally, maybe you have a 
new item (or almost new) that did not work out for you, you can donate it as well. If you need help in figuring out what 
to donate, just ask yourself what you would like to win in the silent auction/raffle. I ask that you contact Thor, Dan or I, 
before you ask any merchants for a donation, I will be keeping track of which merchants have been asked so we do 
not ask twice. Also we have triplicate donation request foams for you to present to merchants’, one copy for the 
merchant, one to me for our records, one to you, these are available upon request,  please request.  
Do to my vacation plans, it is essential that I have donations done earlier, I will be starting in March, gathering 
merchant donations, so please let us know as soon as possible which merchant you wish to contact for a donation, 
and if you have your donation or idea already, let me know too.  
Help with the raffle’s set, Friday or Saturday or both days, would truly be appreciated, please let me know if you would 
be available.  
Looking forward to seeing you all at our fun filled Spring Ride! 
 
Thank you, 
Cindy Rowe 

 

Join us for our Annual Spring Ride in Potter Valley, CA May 15, 16, 17, 2014 
Ride open to members & Non Members Limit 150 

Registration information & form can be found in this newsletter. 
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North Bay Unit – BackCountry Horsemen of CA 

Fall 2018 Newsletter 

 

From Our President 

Hello everyone, 

       Shiloh Regional Park: Up and Coming Projects: 

 

One of the projects that we had discussed with Bill Trunick at Shiloh Regional Park in Sonoma County, prior to the October 

2017 fires, was to clean up this area for a picnic rest area.  After the fires a Boy Scout named Cade Morgan from Troop 143 

out of Healdsburg, for his Eagle Scout project organized and carried out that project.  He had 14 people who put in a total of 

92 man-hours.  The results of which you can see below. 

 

I would like to close thanking all the wonderful volunteers that we had for the spring ride all the volunteer 
work and all the other stuff our volunteers do throughout our County. If you have any questions or concerns 
please contact me. 

Thanks again see you out on the trail. 

Thor Bodtker - 415-328-4545 

 

www.northbayunit.com 

Other future projects include building a 

pungin, trail clearing, trail reconstruction and 

trail realignment.  We will keep in touch with 

you via North Bay Unit website, newsletters, 

or feel free to contact myself or Tony August. 

 



 

 

 

Our 2018 Annual Spring Ride  
& 

 Silent Auction and Raffle Report 

    This year’s ride was picture perfect; we had the largest number attendees 139, it was a fantastic weekend 
for all of us. We had many first time attendees and it was so nice to see all of our annual attendees. Our 
host, Gary, was not able to attend but so graciously allowed his ranch house to be opened for tours. Hector 
had the grounds and trails all prepped for us, from the winter’s rain and wind. 
  
    We the Board would like to take this opportunity to THANK ! each and everyone one of you who helped 
us out with; camp set-up, checking in process of the attendees, the wonderful contributions to the 
raffle/silent auction, selling the raffle tickets, helping with the raffle, bartenders, ranch tours, mealtime set-
ups and clean-ups, food preparers, Sunday’s take down, loading up jobs and clean-up and everything in-
between, it’s because of all of you we continue to have a successful, enjoyable Spring Ride, which is the 
unit’s annual fund raising event. Without your help and support we would not be able to have this event. The 
board also would like to welcome the new members who join BCHC North Bay Unit this weekend. 
Remember we do have monthly meetings and would love to have more members attend. 
 
     Our Saturday night band had a new member this year, on the fiddle; they just simply charmed us all, to 
those so, so many boot stompers, to the rest of us just enjoying their music. We were able to have a in camp 
vet on call for us this year, Dr Bowen so kindly offered, donated her services to us, a big Thanks to her, it’s a 
wonderful comfort knowing our mounts can be quickly taken care of if a need arrives. 
 
     James’s three-wheeler was totally entertaining; he brought as a rent a bike during the weekend and then 
he did a live auction Saturday night for it. The recipient was so pleased wining it !. The rest of the raffle and 
silent auction continued on with almost no bloopers’ but sorry there’s always a few even though we really try 
hard. Seems like most were pleased with the wide range of selection and quantity we had. The excitement 
filled the air as the winning numbers were posted; the thrill of having the winning ticket was music to my 
ears. Our new helpers this year (who also sold so many raffle tickets) was Madisen and Mackenzie, they did 
such a great job, we Thank you for stepping in and helping !  The silent auction and raffle was a huge 
success this year, with many Thanks to the; contributors, collectors, donators and helpers. 
 
     My apologies that I cannot name each person who helped us, the list would be long, but you know we are 
talking about YOU; there are many hard workers throughout the weekend and we are so grateful for them. 
So again we want to express our THANKS To ALL for a job well done ! and to all for attending.   
   

Spring Ride date is May 17-19, 2019 ( that’s the plan at this time ) 
 
 

 
Thank you, 

Cindy Rowe 

Treasure, North Bay Unit 

mpaco7@aol.com 

(707) 484-8717 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:mpaco7@aol.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please Practice 

 “Leave No Trace” 
 

 



 
 
 

Chain Saw Certification Class 
 
 

We are planning to hold a Chain Saw Certification Class on September 15th and 16th 2018. The class will be held at 
Lake Sonoma Visitor Center 3333 Skaggs Springs Rd. 

 
Saturday the 15th will be the Class room portion of the class and Sunday the 16th will be Field Evaluations. 

 
Required Reading and Class Materials can be found at: http://www.bchcalifornia.org/chainsaw.html 

 
MTDC Student Saw Course Book is required Reading 

 
There is no onsite Registration –all students must be preregistered 

RSVP by Sept. 12th  2018 
 

Contact 
Dan Horn   

707-953-4903 
 
 
 
           First Aid & CPR 

    Training 
               August. 25th & 26th, 2018 

 Open to Members Only 
                               Location 

              Lake Sonoma Visitor Center 3333 Skaggs Springs Rd. 

 
      Saturday August 25th 9 AM Basic First Aid & CPR $95.00 
     Sunday August 26th 9 AM Wilderness First Aid $125.00 

 
   Unit will pay half of Cost if you take both Classes 

                Member Cost for Both Classes $97.50 
 

     Contact 
       Dan Horn                             

                                                  707 953 4903                     
                                              Bearstrap@msn.com            

 

                            Limited to 20 Members 
                                         RSVP by Aug. 19th  2018 

 
                                          Minimum of 10 members 

http://www.bchcalifornia.org/chainsaw.html
mailto:Bearstrap@msn.com


 

New Work Camp at Lake Sonoma 
 
 

On Saturday June 16th and 17th, our member Tony August went out to Skaggs Springs Trailhead to do a little cleanup work at 

the trailhead and the Summer Work Camp that we use for work parties on the west side of Lake Sonoma. The West side trails 

are 10 miles in from both the Liberty Glenn Trail head and the Marina Trail Head that is difficult to get a crew in the to work 

for any length of time. 

Having this Summer Work Camp enables us to get within 1 to 2 miles of the work area without doing a 3 to 4 hour ride both in 

to work area and out at night. 

                                                                                                       

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

                                
 

Tony started at the new gate that North 

Bay Unit installed last year with weed 

eater. Clearing fire fuel and debris. 

 

 

Tony cleared the road way in, the berry vines were 

about to take over the roadway. He also cleared our 

equipment staging area of all fire fuels. This is very 

important just for having a safe parking area for 

trucks and equipment. As we all know, fire safety has 

become a big part of our lives. 

 

 

Not having used the camp in 

over 3 years, the grass and 

brush had taken over. Downed 

trees and limbs littered the 

area. 

 



 

 

 

 
 

This is the first step in reopening the West side trails. We will be posting work dates on Web Site and Facebook for work 

dates.  

 

Thanks to Tony August and Lyndasue (aka Lucinda) for your work 
 

 

 

 

 

Lake Sonoma Work Plan 
By Dan Horn 

 

This is our work plan for the summer at Lake Sonoma. 

  

Rework water system at Old Skaggs Springs road work camp--Completed by Tony August 6/10/18 

  

Clean and rework camp area--clear downed trees and grass with tractors--(sometime in July) 

Having the work camp usable enables us to get folks to work area with much less riding time--maybe 30 to 45 

minutes instead of 3 hours from Liberty Glen. 

  

Rework trail and install 4 ft. culvert on trail to Old Saw Mill Camp--(late July) (culvert purchase was voted by 

board last year. 

  

Restore area at Old Saw Mill Camp for relocation of horse camp (old horse camp is located in a wet area, new 

camp location is above camp and closer to trail)--transport corrals, water trough, table out to Old Saw Mill on 

barge (coordinate with Kaleb), repair water line from spring to horse camp area and install corrals. (early August) 

  

Repair trail from Old Saw Mill Camp past Bucks Pasture to Black Mountain (just south of Black Mountain was the 

cutoff point 4 years ago) continue trail work south to rock bluff. Figure out how to deal with rock bluff. 

  

Our goal is to access Bear Creek where the redwood trees went down 10 years ago. We are set up to mill them in 

to bridge girts, decking and construct a bridge at that crossing. 

 
 





  

Our 2017 North Bay Unit Board Candidates 

PO Box 9435   
Santa Rosa, CA 95405 

 

Dates to Remember >>> 
 

 

 

 

 

NBU Meetings – 3rd Tue each month 

6pm Santa Rosa Fairgrounds – 

Sonoma County Driving & Riding 
Club at the south gate of the 

fairgrounds. 

 

 

President:  
Thor Bodtker  thunder.t@hotmail.com   415-328-4545 
 
Vice President:  
Tony August     aaugustwelding@gmail.com       707-349-4782 
 
Secretary: 

Lyndasue Christensen  lyndasue@lyndasue.com    707- 623-3817 

  
Treasurer:  
Cindy Rowe  mpaco7@aol.com   707-484-8717 
 
Education:  
Dan Horn  Bearstrap@msn.com   707-953-4903 
 
Public Lands:  
Thor Bodtker  thunder.t@hotmail.com   415 328 4545 
 
Membership:                           ** Open for Volunteer ** 
 
Unit Director: 
Thor Bodtker  thunder.t@hotmail.com   415 328 4545 

Contact us at 707-953-4903                        NorthBayUnit.com 

Visit our Facebook page at: https://www.facebook.com/NorthBayUnit 

mailto:aaugustwelding@gmail.com
mailto:lyndasue@lyndasue.com

